
National Participations and Collateral Events  

Venice - Rome, May 11, 2007 

 

The Fondazione La Biennale di Venezia, for the first time in the hundred-year history of the 

most famous contemporary art exhibition in the world, dedicates a special presentation to the 

National Participations and to the Collateral Events, attended by the Deputy Minister for 

Foreign Affairs Ugo Intini and the Director General for Cultural Promotion and Cooperation of 

the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Gherardo La Francesca, with the President of the Fondazione 

La Biennale di Venezia Davide Croff. 

 

The National Participations and the Collateral Events have grown to such a number in the 

most recent editions of the Art Biennale that they have become truly structural exposition 

components that highlight the central international exhibition: a wide range of expositions and 

events that stretch beyond the borders of the Arsenale and the Giardini throughout Venice and 

characterize the “Biennale archipelago” today in a unique and original manner. Confirming the 

international vocation of the Biennale di Venezia, the Foreign countries are taking part in the 

52nd Exhibition in the record number of 76 Participations: 34 in the exhibition venues 

with their own Pavilions (31 in the Giardini and 3 in the Arsenale) and 42 Countries in the 

historic center of Venice. 

The national participations in this edition include a number of debuts – such as Azerbaijan, 

Lebanon, Mexico, the Republic of Moldova, Tadjikistan – and several returns – such as Bulgaria 

and Arab Syrian Republic. The Countries come from the five continents and in particular from 

35 European nations, 20 Latin American countries, 17 Asian, 2 North American, 1 from 

Oceania, and 1 from Africa, Egypt. The National Participations have always represented a 

distinctive essential component, an extraordinary wealth for the Art Biennale, and create the 

opportunity for a better understanding of the artistic production of each Country, representing 

a veritable global “snapshot” of the contemporary in the world. 

 

In this edition, though working independently, they reveal a spontaneous coherence with the 

themes of the main show of the 52nd Exhibition entitled Think with the Senses – Feel with the 

Mind. Art in the Present Tense, and several of the artists presented in the pavilions – as in the 

case of France, the United States and Argentina – have been invited by Artistic Director Robert 

Storr to participate in the main exhibition. The National Participations offer an extraordinary 

contribution which the Biennale di Venezia wishes to underline because the Exhibition has been 

the first and continues to be the only exhibition to institute permanent national Pavilions, some 

of which are celebrating their centennial this year, like Belgium (which built the first pavilion in 

the Giardini), or next year, when it will be Hungary’s turn. 

 

The presence of the People’s Republic of China has been consolidated since 2005 in the 

Arsenale – the area designated for the central future development of the Biennale exhibition 

spaces – which represented the first sign of a decisive opening towards new areas of the 

world. A specific venue has also been dedicated, after years of absence, to Italian art: this 

edition of the Art Biennale marks the debut of the new Italian Pavilion, created in collaboration 

with DARC and the Fondazione la Biennale di Venezia, in the suggestive space of the Tese delle 

Vergini at the Arsenale. Again in the area of Italian art, by initiative of the Regione Veneto, the 

City and the Province of Venice, this edition will celebrate the return of the Venetian Pavilion to 

its city, with the objective of promoting the artistic creativity of the region. 

The 52nd Exhibition constitutes the synthesis of a reconnaissance that reaches beyond the 

borders of world art: not only towards rapidly evolving artistic languages, but towards 

personalities, Countries and trends emerging in the lesser known areas of the globe, which 

otherwise remain on the margins of the more consolidated artistic scene. As a result, Artistic 

Director Robert Storr has chosen to host, at the Artiglierie in the Arsenale, the National 

Pavilion of Turkey and an exhibition that represents contemporary art in Africa (an almost 

symbolic pavilion which provides a tribute to an entire continent that is relatively unknown in 

artistic terms) – Check List Luanda Pop by the Sindika Dokolo African Collection of 

Contemporary Art (Luanda, Angola) – with a project selected by a panel of experts he himself 

presided. 

 



This edition is also complemented by a selected program of 34 Collateral Events – a record 

participation set by the 52nd Exhibition – which, thanks to the active support of international 

cultural institutions, presents exhibitions, workshops, projects and artistic conferences hosted 

throughout the historic center of Venice, representing a hugely important cultural potential 

addressed to the entire world from the Biennale di Venezia. The venues are disseminated from 

the historic city center to the islands of San Servolo, San Lazzaro degli Armeni and 

Sant’Erasmo. If on the one hand most of the Events are promoted or represented by foreign 

promoters or artists, on the other there are many institutional and artistic presences from 

Italy, including the personal exhibition dedicated to the winner of the Premio Giovane Arte 

Italiana, the Young Italian Art Prize, organized by DARC – Direzione Generale per l’Architettura 

e le Arti Contemporanee of the Ministry of the Cultural Heritage and Activities in the Sala 

Marceglia at the Arsenale. 

 

The National Participations and Collateral Events will be the subject – this is a new event in 

the vernissage of the 52nd Exhibition – of a cycle of encounters and press 

conferences which will take place in Venice from June 7 through 9 at the Teatro Piccolo 

Arsenale. 

 

The 52nd Exhibition is also distinguished by another new event, an initiative that is emblematic 

of the spirit with which the Biennale di Venezia relates to the international art world. The 

Organization Section of the Biennale di Venezia, in 2006, began a forward-looking dialogue 

with Art 38 Basel, documenta 12, skulptur projekte münster 07 – which, in a 

coincidence of timing that happens only once every ten years, will be inaugurated in 

chronological succession in June 2007 – to create a partnership that will finally make it 

possible to exchange information concerning their respective organizational 

methodologies and to begin joint promotional actions in other areas of the world (such 

as the Middle East, Asia, Africa, Latin America) to garner new audiences. The initiative that 

is most directly addressed to art lovers is the Grand Tour 2007, which allows the public to 

visit the three contemporary art exhibitions – each of which has a different schedule, Venice 

every two years, Kassel every five years, Münster every ten years – and the annual art fair in 

Basel. 

The website www.grandtour2007.com – alluding to the suggestive itineraries of eighteenth-

century European travellers – was created in agreement between the partners and is 

addressed to the wider public, as well as to professionals in the field, offering information and 

assistance for the organization of individual trips across Europe, starting with the vernissages 

in the summer and through the autumn months, when the exhibitions in Venice, Kassel and 

Münster will end. 

 

The website, which has registered over 25,000 contacts in two months, contains links and 

web portals to search for and reserve flights, hotels, transfers and anything else required to 

simplify the personalized organization of a journey through the great exhibitions. Behind these 

international initiatives involving organizational exchange, joint promotion, and services useful 

to the public, there is a precise concept: a plan for a cultural network, for a relationship of 

collaboration between institutions that respect the differences and cultural identity of each 

event, and at the same time consider them within a wider and more important context to 

promote art and culture. 
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